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Open ;E@G@ propmsal recammends hlrlng |
coordinator POSITION WOULID BE RESPONSIBI..E

foxr @rganlzlng Pffortso

By SARA K. gAEULLQ The Expresa—TLmesf

WHITE TWP. | A new draft of Warren Courity's open space'p;an calls for
the creation of an ogen‘§pacq‘goordinatorjjob to streamline the
fragmented system. U PR B SR I NI

.....

for more Lhan a year; there s too much wark for one man.

Until 2002, the county pLannlng department worked wwth preservatlon
advisory boards to manage open space. There was also a chief of land
acquisition and a park. ranger who helped to acqulme and manage Qpen

space landq ' ‘; ‘5 ;f

Today the Langer is gone and m0$t of the dutles Fall to Department of
Land Preservation Dlrector Bob Resker and hJs two = person staff

The new opeh space plan Peeps in llne w1th tho 1299 Q;an s goals but
seeks to streamline preservation and increase cooperation between the
various advisory boards., It algo calls for the development of a five-

year acquisition program,

"We've lost opportunitiea through a lack of coordination," county
planning board Vice Chairwoman Deborah Pagquarelli said. "These
programs need to be coorcinated, and we could achieve the objectlve
of this plan n much betfer.?vl: , ,

Board member Desiree Dumn sald thele was no use in rehashlng al] the
past problems. :

"It can happen if we havw someone who ig dedlcated and accountable
and will report back and has the tlme," Dunn Eald.‘"It'S tco much on
one person's plate.,” Col ‘ ' ;

By creating lists of tarueted propertles, ‘the plan appears to address
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the county recreaticn board's concerns that its open space purchase
recommendations were being ignored. : :

The new position could help all three of the county's open space
trust fund programs by conducting the required annual farm
inspection, inspecting and patrolling open space sites and issuing
hunting permits. : o ] , TR

The sheriff's office issuas«permitﬁ,:but there's reaily ne one
available to patrol the lands, county planner David Dech said.

The planning department helps with some management and works with the
Morris Canal Committee, while land preservation is supposed to work
with the recreation board. Lo S

In addition, the plan backs the current effort to obtain a National
Heritage Corridor Designation for the Morris Canal and Musconetcong
River. ‘ ' ‘

The plan also recommends doopération‘among state, county, municipal
and nonprofits to target land, It states &n annual open gpace
preservation forum should convene to discuss the bast year and the
future, : ‘ P S S

Reporterbsara K. Satullo can be reached aﬁf908—475*2174'or by e-~mail
at ssatullo@express-times.com. Y . : o
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