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By KEVIN LECHISKI
Staff Writer P
‘WHITE TWP. — The

Warren County Planning
Board - is  ‘asking the

Freeholders to approve an .

updated ‘blueprlnt” for
max1mlzmg public - open
space .preservation . efforts
countywide. "+’

The proposed 2008 Warren

- County Open Space Plan —

which the planning board is
hoping to have ready in time

*to hold a tentatively 'sched-

uled June 30 publichearing

— calls for the: ‘hiring of an
rcoordinator
within “the Departmernt - of o
Land Preservatlon
- * According to'the proposed;“
‘open space “plan, “whichis
! updatmg
adopted 1999 plan, the coor--
responsibilities
would be to “coordinate and
maintenance,-

open - 'space

‘the; prev1ously

dinator’s

development and other

activities of county, prlvate .
~and non-profit groups . on

county lands. The coordina-

. tor could facilitate and coor-
dinate these groups and oth- -
_ - ers that may be interested in

~ county lands in the future.”

The position would also be
responsible . for

farm properties."

- The proposed open space -
plan goés in- depth in priori- |

- Paulingkill Trail Connectlon ; h
. 'The proposed. plan calls for sp
"I_ithe establlshmen Tive-" ]

Board - ‘of
: Commlssmners in the selec-

'allocanon ~of  financial - and‘_

" The planning b ‘ .oner

proposed open 'space plan,:fj“" lude
'asks . the freeholders ~to - -acqui ing
; Pm that partlcular reg |

fLand Preservatlon,
" ‘Recreation Commlssmners, .
f"Plannmg Board,
-‘Canal

- there
various - 47,000 acres of publlc open -
other functions, lncludlng
completlng required yearly -

inspections of preserved -

“tizing lands for vau151t10n

by categorlzlng them in mul-

tiple tiers. Among the ‘areas’
prioritized for acqulsltlon

: are properties in and around .

“tier ‘one greenways”. that

*include the Morris Canal,
- Warren Trajl, Rldge &Valley,

Trail “and - Jenny  Jump-

‘program’

“fo gulde the Department of
‘and
! Recreation

Land Preservatlon

tion’‘of ‘propertit

staff resources.”-

MOI‘I‘IS
Commlttee ~ and
Plannmg Department with.
the directive to carry it out.”
Using what the plannmg
board refers to'as a’'“bal-"
anced land use method” in
determmmg land preserva- -
tion needs, it is" estimated
should Ibe . about"

space ' in  the ‘county.”:
Currently, more than 44, 000/
acres :have been acqulred
for open space, al out thrée-
quarters of. whlch are owned
by federal and state agen-'

' “The analys1s shows the‘

“central . and " southern_
‘“regions, (of the county) are
lacking in  the -amount . of
preserved pubhc open space
while the northern reglon

: ,ﬂhas a surplus 2 dt is stated in

noted that"‘m;'\hlle there may.

‘L.b‘ ~an; o erabundan e

'The proposed . .open;space
plan dlscusses ‘ spec1f1c7.
preservatlon prOJects,
1nclud1ng “spec1al atten-
‘tion” to properties’ contain-
_ing or ‘adjacent to the his-
“toric'Morris Canal. The plan

. backs_ efforts to " have the |

“Morris .. Canal ‘and

Musconetcong Rlver de51g-,
" nated., ‘N atlonal -
Herltage ;gCorrldor “hy

‘Congress to further. protect :
‘and promote the corr,ldors,,:

natural cultural;’ h1stor1c

and recreational resources, .. |
Staff Writer. Kevzn Lechzskz ’
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County wants mput
on open space ‘

wﬂl be more proachve o Dech

open’ space coordmator be
 hired 'to help - ‘streamline the -
; ~system A coordinator would
_ integrate and supervise the
maintenance of county land, -

A

ties of other groups. A coordi-

CHECKITOUT

open ‘space trust fund pro-

j development a.nd ‘the activi " hur

nator could facilitate and try to -
attract more groups.to manage:. -
lands like the Nature Conser-.
vancy at White Lake in Hard—
wick Township. §
"‘The new: posmon could :
help all three of the county’s

grams by conductmg the T
i f




